CHAPTER VII

THE TRIAL OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON

WHILE the radical program was being executed in
the South, Congress was engaged not only in super-
vising reconstruction but in subduing the Supreme
Court and in " conquering " President Johnson. One
must admire the efficiency of the radical machine.
When the Southerners showed that they preferred
military rule as permitted by the Act of the 2d of
March, Congress passed the Act of the 23d of March
which forced the reconstruction. When the Presi-
dent ventured to assert his power in behalf of a
considerate administration of the reconstruction
acts, Congress took the power out of his hands by
the law of the 19th of July. The Southern plan to
defeat the new state constitutions by abstention
was no sooner made clear in the case of Alabama
than Congress came to the rescue with the Act of
March 11,1868.
Had it seemed necessary, Congress would have
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